
HAMBLETON  DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
Report To: Licensing and Appeals Hearings Panel 
 26 September 2018 
 
From: Director of Law and Governance 
 
Subject: APPLICATION FOR THE RENEWAL OF A HACKNEY CARRIAGE VEHICLE 

LICENCE - MR JAMES ARMSTRONG – HC87 
 
 
1.0 SUMMARY 
 
1.1 Members are asked to consider whether or not to grant an application for the renewal of a 

hackney carriage vehicle licence. 
 
2.0 PROCEDURE 
 
2.1 The procedure for licensing hearings is attached as an Annex to the Agenda. 
 
3.0 LICENCE STATUS 
 
3.1 Since 18th November 2015, Mr James Armstrong has held a hackney carriage vehicle 

licence (plate number HC87) in respect of a Mercedes E270 CDI, vehicle registration 
mark H13 AYP. The licence is due to expire on 31st October 2018.  

 
3.2 On 1st September 2018, The council’s Licensing and Appeals Hearings Panel resolved to 

renew the licence in respect of Mr Armstrong’s vehicle having concluded that, in spite of 
the vehicle’s age, the mechanical condition of the vehicle, the quality of the vehicle and its 
exceptional appearance, along with the comparatively low mileage, would adequately 
promote the Council’s policy objectives in relation to standards, reliability and safety of 
licensed vehicles. The record of the decision is attached at Annex A. 

 
3.3 On 6th August 2018, James Armstrong applied to renew the hackney carriage vehicle 

licence pertaining to the vehicle. A copy of the application form is attached at Annex B. 
 
3.4 According to the registration document, attached at Annex C, the vehicle in question was 

first registered on 6th August 2004 (14 years ago). 
 
3.5 All applicants are required to produce the following documents before a licence will be 

renewed: 
   

• a current MOT Certificate;  
• proof that the licensing authority’s testing arrangements have been satisfied (i.e. a test 

paper completed and signed by a Hambleton-based VOSA-accredited testing station); 
and 

• a current vehicle insurance certificate or cover note which includes the carriage of 
passengers for private hire; 

 
3.6 The applicant has produced the requisite documents listed in 3.3 and copies are attached 

at Annexes D, E and F. The documents have been accepted and validated by licensing 
officers. 

 
3.7 The applicant also submitted a letter to the Licensing Team to support his application and 

to provide reasons for the council to grant the licence on the basis of the individual 
circumstances of his case. The letter is attached at Annex G. 

 
3.8 The MOT history of the vehicle has been taken from the GOV.UK website and is attached 

at Annex H. 



 
3.9 The most recent vehicle test paper shows that, on 3rd August 2018, the recorded mileage 

was 106,365 miles. 
 
3.10 On 27th July 2017, Mr Armstrong also provided a record of the service history for the 

vehicle in question. The record is attached at Annex I. 
 
4.0 POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
4.1 In carrying out its licensing functions, the Panel should have regard to the council’s 

Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Policy. 
 
4.2 In accordance with paragraph 2.2.1 of the policy, the council will generally only grant a 

licence in respect of a hackney carriage vehicle if it is less than 10 years old at the time of 
the application. For these purposes, the age of the vehicle shall be taken from the date of 
first registration. The vehicle in question surpassed this general age limit in August 2014. 

 
4.3 The Licensing Committee approved the adoption of an age policy on 11th February 2016 

having satisfied itself that it was appropriate to promote public safety, reliability and 
improved high standards of hackney carriage and private hire services in the district. 

 
4.4 The council’s policy can (and is generally likely to) affect the outcome of the decision in 

most cases and this is entirely lawful. The policy is a means of securing a consistent 
approach to individual cases. 

 
4.5 Each case must be considered in the light of the policy but not so that the policy 

automatically determines the outcome1. 
 
4.6 According to the minutes of the meeting on 11th February 2016, the Licensing Committee 

acknowledged that the policy allowed exceptions to the general rule by placing a 
requirement on the licensing authority to consider each application on its individual merits 
and to depart from the general policy where the specific circumstances of a case justify 
making an exception. 

 
4.7 The onus is on the applicant to demonstrate that any such exception should be made2. 
 
5.0 DETERMINATION BY THE PANEL 
 
5.1 Members are advised to take one of the following steps: 
  

5.1.1 The Panel may conclude that the specific circumstances of the applicant’s 
individual case justify making an exception from the general policy, in which case, 
the Panel may grant the application; or 

 
5.1.2 The Panel may refuse to renew the licence on the grounds of any reasonable 

cause. 
 
GARY NELSON 
DIRECTOR OF LAW AND GOVERNANCE (MONITORING OFFICER) 
 
Background papers: Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Policy 
 Procedure for Licensing Hearings 
Author ref: SF 
Contact: Simon Fisher 
 Principal Licensing Officer 
 Direct Line No: (01609) 767209  

                       
1 R v Hampshire County Council, ex p W [1994] ELR 460 
2 R v Crown Court at Sheffield, ex p Consterdine (1998) [2002] L.L.R. 712 



Minutes of the meeting of the LICENSING AND 
APPEALS HEARINGS PANEL held at 9.30 am 

on Friday, 1st September, 2017 at Main 
Committee Room, Civic Centre, Stone Cross, 

Northallerton 

Present

Councillor M A Barningham (in the Chair)

Councillor P Bardon Councillor K G Hardisty

LAHP.8 APPLICATION FOR THE RENEWAL OF A HACKNEY CARRIAGE VEHICLE 
LICENCE - MR JAMES ARMSTRONG - HC87

All Wards

The subject of the decision:

The Director of Law and Governance asked the Panel to consider whether to grant or 
refuse an application for the renewal of a hackney carriage vehicle licence.

Alternative options considered:

The Panel considered refusing the application but concluded that the specific 
circumstances of the case were sufficient to justify departing from the Council’s 
Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Policy. 

The reason for the decision:

The Panel considered the officer’s report, the applicant’s representations, the Council’s 
Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Policy and the relevant legislation.

The Panel noted that the vehicle in question satisfied the mechanical standards set out 
in the Council’s policy.  However, the vehicle reached the general ten year age limit (as 
prescribed by the policy) in August 2014.  The Panel noted that the age limit was 
adopted in order to promote public safety, reliability and improved high standards of 
hackney carriage and private hire services in the district.   

The applicant informed the Panel that his vehicle was a luxury brand, was exceptionally 
well maintained and that the recorded mileage on the vehicle was comparatively low.  
The applicant invited the Panel to consider the exceptional circumstances of his case 
on the basis of the vehicle’s quality, appearance and condition.  

The Panel considered the vehicle’s MOT history and full service history.  The Panel 
acknowledged that, since the applicant took ownership of the vehicle, all MOT tests 
had been passed with no advisory notice items recorded and regular services had 
been carried out.  The Panel was therefore satisfied that the mechanical condition of 
the vehicle was maintained to a high standard.  

The Panel inspected the vehicle and was impressed by its exceptional appearance.  
The Panel was therefore satisfied that the appearance of the vehicle and the level of 
comfort provided to passengers would surpass the expectations of the travelling public.  
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LICENSING AND APPEALS HEARINGS PANEL
1 September 2017

In conclusion, the Panel was satisfied that the mechanical condition of the vehicle, the 
quality of the vehicle and its exceptional appearance, along with the comparatively low 
mileage, would adequately promote the Council’s policy objectives in relation to 
standards, reliability and safety of licensed vehicles.  

THE DECISION:
 
Taking account of the above and having given appropriate weight to the evidence, the 
Panel was satisfied that the application could be granted without having a detrimental 
impact on the policy objectives.  Therefore, the Panel decided to grant the application.

The meeting closed at 10.15 am

___________________________
Chairman of the Panel
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 GOV.UK

Colour

Black

Fuel type

Diesel

Date registered

6 August 2004

Date tested
15 November 2017

PASS

Mileage
88,925 miles

MOT test number
6558 1157 8356

Test location Expiry date
15 November 2018

Date tested
14 November 2017

FAIL

Mileage
88,844 miles

MOT test number
8755 0838 3094

Test location

Reason(s) for failure
Nearside Headlamp aim too low (1.8)
Offside Headlamp aim too low (1.8)
Exhaust emits an excessive level of metered smoke for
a turbo charged engine (7.4.B.3b)

Date tested
24 October 2016

PASS

Mileage
58,157 miles

MOT test number
1428 1188 9059

Test location Expiry date

Check MOT history (https://www.gov.uk/check-mot-history)

H13AYP

MERCEDES-BENZ E

MOT valid until

15 November 2018

MOT history

Check mileage recorded at test, MOT expiry date, defects and advisories

The MOT test changed on 20 May 2018

Defects are now categorised according to their severity –
dangerous, major, and minor.

Annex H
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15 November 2017

Date tested
16 November 2015

PASS

Mileage
28,926 miles

MOT test number
3865 3795 5274

Test location Expiry date
15 November 2016

Date tested
18 August 2015

PASS

Mileage
28,603 miles

MOT test number
2648 9937 2132

Test location Expiry date
17 August 2016

Date tested
18 August 2015

PASS

Mileage
28,603 miles

MOT test number
8045 4191 2602

Test location Expiry date
17 August 2016

Date tested
30 June 2014

PASS

Mileage
28,166 miles

MOT test number
7980 4138 4158

Test location Expiry date
30 June 2015

Date tested
1 July 2013

PASS

Mileage
27,003 miles

MOT test number
7493 8228 3121

Test location Expiry date
30 June 2014

Date tested
29 June 2013

FAIL

Mileage
27,003 miles

MOT test number
7260 4018 3117

Test location

Reason(s) for failure
Nearside Rear Tyre has a cut in excess of the
requirements deep enough to reach the ply or cords
(4.1.D.1a)

Date tested
30 June 2012

Mileage
25,624 miles

MOT test number
7853 8208 2108
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PASS Test location Expiry date
29 June 2013

Date tested
16 June 2011

PASS

Mileage
24,513 miles

MOT test number
5854 0726 1112

Test location Expiry date
29 June 2012

Date tested
30 June 2010

PASS

Mileage
23,087 miles

MOT test number
4609 9118 0163

Test location Expiry date
29 June 2011

Date tested
29 June 2010

FAIL

Mileage
23,087 miles

MOT test number
9118 0048 0128

Test location

Reason(s) for failure
Nearside Front Tyre tread depth below requirements
of 1.6mm (4.1.E.1)
Offside Front Tyre tread depth below requirements of
1.6mm (4.1.E.1)
Offside Rear Tyre tread depth below requirements of
1.6mm (4.1.E.1)
Rear Brake pad(s) less than 1.5 mm thick (3.5.1g)
Dangerous

Nearside Rear brake disc in such a condition that it is
seriously weakened (3.5.1i) Dangerous

Date tested
17 June 2009

PASS

Mileage
21,190 miles

MOT test number
4516 8816 9138

Test location Expiry date
16 June 2010

Advisory notice item(s)
Front brake disc worn, pitted or scored, but not
seriously weakened (3.5.1i)
Rear brake disc worn, pitted or scored, but not
seriously weakened (3.5.1i)
Rear Brake pad(s) wearing thin (3.5.1g)
Offside Rear Tyre worn close to the legal limit (4.1.E.1)
Offside Front Tyre worn close to the legal limit (4.1.E.1)
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n/s rear brakes slight restiction

Date tested
7 August 2007

PASS

Mileage
17,372 miles

MOT test number
7621 5991 7207

Test location Expiry date
6 August 2008

Outstanding vehicle recalls

Check if MERCEDES-BENZ E H13AYP has outstanding recalls
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